
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND 



TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Title of Invention: 



Folding Framing Square 



Application Number: 



10/783,602 



Filing Date or 371(c) Date: February 20, 2004 



Name: 



Jerome P. Frankowiak 



Citizenship: U.S.A. 
Residence: 8809 Burnside Rd. 

Brown City, MI 48416 

PETITION FOR REVIEW OF NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE NONPROVISIONAL 
APPLICATION. TO ACCORD A FILING DATE OF FEBRUARY 20. 2004 AND FOR 



Petitioner, Jerome P. Frankowiak, states as follows: 

1 . On February 20, 2004 a fully executed patent application for a Folding Framing Square 
was delivered to a branch of the United States Post Office located in Utica, Michigan for 
express mail delivery to the Commissioner for Patents. 

2. The express mail label number was EU1 33 1 60405US. See attached. 

3. A copy of the filed application is enclosed (with the exception of IDS citations). 



RETURN OF PETITION FEE 



IE/13/2004 CNGUYEN 00000055 10783602 



1 



01 FC:1999 



130.00 OP 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



4. The application included 18 pages of specification, 16 claims, 5 drawing sheets, an 
executed declaration, an information disclosure statement & references, a power of 
attorney form, a small entity statement and a filing fee check in the amount of $385. The 
attached return receipt postcard corroborates that these items were received by the patent 
office. 

5. Also attached is a Post Office receipt showing the label number and the fact that the 
package sent weighed 8.8 ounces. The weight of the package corroborates the fact that it 
included the 18 page specification and attached declaration. 

6. On October 4, 2004 the patent office mailed to the applicant a Notice of Incomplete Non 
Provisional Application. That notice indicated that the specification and declaration were 
missing. See attached notice. The specification and declaration were in fact sent to the 
patent office on February 20, 2004 and appear to have been received by the patent office 
as indicated by the return postcard. 

7. A review of the patent office records shows that the patent office acknowledges receipt of 
all of the documents sent except the specification and declaration. 

8. The patent application transmittal form (contained within the enclosed application 
documents) contains the proper express mail label number and shows that the 1 8 page 
specification and two sheet declaration were sent to the patent office by express mail. 

9. The enclosed 18 page specification and two page executed declaration were sent by 
express mail to the United States patent office on February 20, 2004. The attached copies 
of the express mail mailing label, the return postcard receipt and the attached Post Office 
cash register receipt are true copies of the originally mailed correspondence, the original 



express mail mailing label, the original postcard and the original post office cash register 
receipt. 

10. Petitioner is entitled to relief pursuant to 37 CFR 1.10, 37 CFR 1.53 and 37 CFR 1.181. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that the 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 USC 1001 and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued the thereon. 

ACCORDINGLY, petitioner, Jerome P. Frankowiak, requests that his application be 
accorded a filing date of February 20, 2004 and that his petition filing fee be refunded. Petitioner 
further requests any additional relief, agreeable to equity and good conscience, to which he may 
be entitled. 



Respectfully, 




Gregory f . Zalecki (29 
Attorney for Applicant 



Dated: December 6, 2004 
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The following papers were received in the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office: 

Express Mail No. EU133160405US 

Applicant: Jerome P. Frankowiak Attorney: Gregory T. Zalecki 
Title of Invention: Folding Framing Square 

Serial No. Filing Date ^U^FTO 

Specification: No of Pages 18 rw7TODOZ 

Claims: No. of Claims. 6 |||||1||||||L 

Drawings: No. of Sheets 5 022004 
Declaration 

Information Disclosure Statement and References 
Power of Attorney 
Small Entity Statement 

Fee Enclosed: Amoun* 385.00 Check no. 2733 
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APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING OR 37) (c) DATE 
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ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER 



10/783,602 



02/20/2004 



Jerome P. Frankowiak 



Gregory T. Zalecki 
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12900 Hall Road 
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CONFIRMATION NO. 1538 
FORMALITIES LETTER 
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♦OC00000001 3995999* 



Date Mailed: 10/04/2004 



NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 
FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .53(b) 

A filing date has NOT been accorded to the above-identified application papers for the reason(s) indicated below. 

All of the items noted below and a newly executed oath or declaration covering the items must be submitted 
within TWO MONTHS of the date of this Notice, unless otherwise indicated, or proceedings on the application will 
be terminated (37 CFR 1.53(e)). Replies should be mailed to: Mail Stop Missing Parts, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. 

The filing date will be the date of receipt of all items required below, unless otherwise indicated. Any assertions 
that the item(s) required below were submitted, or are not necessary for a filing date, must be by way of petition 
directed to the attention of the Office of Petitions accompanied by the $130.00 petition fee (37 CFR 1.17(h)). If the 
petition states that the application is entitled to a filing date, a request for a refund of the petition fee may be 
included in the petition. Petitions should be mailed to: Mail Stop Petitions, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. 

• The specification is missing. 

• The specification does not include at least one claim. 

A complete specification as prescribed by 35 U.S.C. 112 is required. 

• The oath or declaration is missing. 

A property signed oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the 
above Application Number and Filing Date, is required. 



Replies should be mailed to: Mail Stop Missing Parts 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 
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Jerome P. Frankowiak 
U.SA. 

8809 Bumside Rd. 
Brown City, MI 48416 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE 



BACKGROUND 

[0001] A framing square is one of a carpenter's primary tools. It is an L-shaped tool consisting 
of a body and a tongue joined at right angles. It usually contains calibrations imprinted upon the 
tongue and the body. It has many carpentry applications. It can be used to lay out straight 
cutting lines. It is indispensable for making proper angled cuts on roof rafters and stairs 
stringers. 

[0002] Typically, the body is 24 inches long and the tongue is 16 inches long. This results in a 
tool which is large and cumbersome. Carpenters move about often on the job. The traditional 
framing square is too large and cumbersome to be carried upon the body of the carpenter while 
the carpenter moves about. As a result, the framing square is often lost and misplaced. It is not 
unusual for a carpenter to spend significant time away from the carpenter's work area in order to 
find and retrieve the framing square. 

[0003] Most carpenters wear nail pouches while working. A nail pouch is a small sack like 
device which fits around the waist of the carpenter. It is used to carry small tools and other 
objects, such as nails. The traditional framing square will not fit within a nail pouch because of 
the size and shape of the framing square. 

[0004] There is a need for a foldable framing square which would fit within a nail pouch. This 
would allow the carpenter to always carry a framing square on his or her person while working 
on projects requiring the use of a framing square. The time and aggravation associated with 



finding and retrieving a framing square when it is needed would be saved. The foldable framing 
square would also be easier to store within a toolbox or a bucket because it would fit within those 
storage devices. 

[0005] Information relevant to an attempt to address this problem can be found in U.S. patent 
5 No. 5,669, 149. The device described therein will not fit within a nail pouch, many toolboxes or a 
standard sized bucket. If its dimensions were shortened to allow it to fit within those storage 
devices, the reduced size would leave it too small for many uses. 
SUMMARY 

[0006] The present invention is directed to a device that satisfies this need. The device 
1 0 comprises a body, a tongue and a body extension. The body has a tongue end and a body 
extension end. It has a straight bottom edge. It also has a tongue end side edge and a body 
extension end side edge. The tongue end side edge is perpendicular to the bottom edge. The 
body has a channel for receiving the tongue. 

[0007] The tongue has a straight outer edge. The tongue is shaped to fit within the channel. 

15 The tongue is pivotally attached proximal to the tongue end of the body such that the tongue can 
be pivoted into a closed position substantially recessed within the channel. The pivotal 
attachment is also adapted to allow the tongue to be pivoted into an open position such that the 
outer edge of the tongue and the tongue end side edge of the body are collinear. When in the 
open position the tongue and the body have the configuration of a traditional framing square. 

20 [0008] The body extension has a straight bottom edge. The body extension is pivotally 

attached proximal to the body extension end of the body such that the body extension may be 
pivoted into an open position. While in such an open position the body extension bottom edge is 

3 



collinear with the bottom edge of the body. This effectively extends the length of the folding 
framing square body. The pivotal attachment, the body, the channel and the body extension are 
also adapted to permit the body extension to be pivoted into a closed position. In the closed 
position the body extension substantially overlaps the body, as shown in Figure 3. 
[0009] An object of the invention is to provide a folding framing square which can be folded 
into a closed configuration for carrying within a nail pouch. Another object of the invention is to 
provide a folding framing square which can be unfolded into a fully operative framing square. 
The folding framing square as described attains these objectives. It can be folded into a compact 
rectangular unit which easily fits within a nail pouch. It can then be unfolded into an operative 
framing square. 

[0010] Preferably, the body has a recess along its top edge. This will facilitate the grasping of 
the tongue when the tongue is within the channel of the body. The body and the tongue may also 
have distance calibrations imprinted upon them. The distance calibrations originate or terminate 
at either the vertex of the bottom edge of the body and outer edge of the tongue, while the tongue 
is in the open position, or, the vertex of the opposite edges of the body and the tongue, while the 
tongue is in the open position. Preferably, distance calibrations originate and terminate at both 
vertices. 

[0011] Preferably, the folding framing square further comprises a spring loaded ball bearing, an 
open position body extension detent and a closed position body extension detent. The spring 
loaded ball bearing is positioned on the body extension end of the body. The open position body 
extension detent is shaped to receive the ball bearing. This detent is positioned on the body 
extension such that the body extension may be releasably locked into the open position. While 



so locked the length of the body of the folding framing square is effectively lengthened. The 
closed position body extension detent is also shaped to receive the ball bearing. This detent is 
positioned on the body such that the body extension may be releasably locked into the closed 
position. While so locked the body extension does not extend the length of the body. 
DRAWINGS 

[0012J These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention will become 
better understood with regard to the following description, appended claims, and accompanying 
drawings where: 

[0013] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a folding framing square with the tongue and the body 
extension locked into an open position, 

[0014] Figure 2 is a front view of the folding framing square of Figure 1 placed upon a 
workpiece. 

[0015] Figure 3 is a front view of the folding framing square of Figure 1 , wherein the tongue 
and the body extension have been folded into closed positions. 

[0016] Figure 4 is a partially broken away view of the folding framing square of Figure 1 
showing a spring forcing a lock into a cutout on the tongue, thereby locking the tongue into the 
open position. 

[0017] Figure 5 is an exploded perspective view of the folding framing square of Figure 1 . 

[0018] Figure 6 is a front view of the tongue shown in Figure 5. 

[0019] Figure 7 is a perspective view of the lock and spring shown in Figure 5. 

[0020] Figure 8 is a front view of the bottom face of the body of the folding framing square of 

Figure 5. 



[0021] Figure 9 is a front view of the spacer of the body of the folding framing square of Figure 
5. 

[0022J Figure 1 0 is a front view of the top face of the body of the folding framing square of 
Figure 5. 

[0023) Figure 11 is a front view of the body extension of the folding framing square of Figure 
5. 

DESCRIPTION 

[0024] The preferred embodiment of a folding framing square 20 is shown in Figure 1 . This 
version of the folding framing square 20 is comprised of a body 22, a tongue 54, a body 
extension 62, a lock 68, a spring 70 and a spring loaded ball bearing 72. The body 22 is 
fabricated from aluminum. Other materials such as steel and plastic may also be used. The body 
22 is rectangular in shape. It has a tongue end 24 and a body extension end 26 on opposing sides. 
It has a straight bottom edge 28. Preferably, it has a straight top edge 30 which is parallel to the 
bottom edge 28. A tongue end side edge 32 and a body extension end side edge 34 define two 
sides of the body 22. The straight bottom edge 28 and the straight top edge 30 define the other 
two sides of the body 22. The tongue end side edge 32 is perpendicular to the straight bottom 
edge 28. This allows the tongue end side edge 32 to form a right angle with the straight bottom 
edge 28 of the body 22, thereby taking the shape of the heel of a traditional framing square. 
Preferably, the body extension end side edge 34 is also perpendicular to the straight bottom edge 
28 of the body 22, thereby facilitating the drawing of cutting lines upon a workpiece with this 
edge. 

[0025] The body 22 has a channel 36 for receiving the tongue 54. In order to create the channel 



36 the body 22 is comprised of a top face 38, a bottom face 42 and a spacer 46. The top face 38, 
the bottom face 42 and the spacer 46 are fabricated from aluminum and are rectangular in shape. 
The top face 38 has a lock guide 40 for receiving the lock 68, as shown in Figure 10. The bottom 
face 42 also has a lock guide 44 for receiving the lock 68, as shown in Figure 10. The spacer 46 
has a channel opening 48. The channel opening 48 of the spacer 46 is shaped and sized to 
receive the tongue 54. The spacer 46 has a lock guide 50 and a spring receptacle 52 for holding 
the lock 68 and the associated spring 70. The spacer 46 is positioned between the top face 38 
and the bottom face 42. The lock guides 40, 44 and 50 of the top face 38, the bottom face 42 and 
the spacer 46, respectively, are aligned with each other. The top face 38, the spacer 46 and the 
bottom face 42 are attached together, as shown in Figure 5, to form the body 22 and channel 36. 
During the attachment process the tongue 54 should also be pivotally attached to the body as 
shown in Figure 5 and as described below. Suitable fasteners such as rivets are used to attach the 
top face 38, the bottom face 42 and the spacer together. 

[0026] The tongue 54 is rectangular in shape and has a straight outer edge 58. It is fabricated 
from the same material as the body 22. Preferably, it also has a straight inner edge 56 which is 
parallel to the straight outer edge 58 of the tongue 54. This will permit the inner edge 56 of the 
tongue 54 and the straight top edge 30 of the body 22 to form a right angle, thereby allowing 
these edges to function as the corresponding edges of a traditional framing square. The tongue 
54 is shaped to fit within the channel 36 of the body 22. The tongue 54 is pivotally attached, as 
shown in Figure 5, to the tongue end 24 of the body 22 such that the tongue 54 can be pivoted 
into a closed position or an open position. In the closed position the tongue 54 is substantially 
recessed within the channel 36 as shown in Figure 3. In the open position the straight outer edge 



58 of the tongue 54 and the tongue end side edge 24 of the body 22 are collinear, as shown in 
Figure 2. In this open position the tongue 54 and the body 22 are configured as a framing square. 
The tongue 54 has a cutout 60 at its pivotally attached end for receiving the lock 68. The tongue 
54 is pivotally attached to the tongue end 24 of the body 22 with a suitable fastener such as a 
rivet, a pivot pin or a Chicago screw. 

[0027] The body extension 62 is fabricated from the same material as the body 22. It has a 
straight bottom edge 64. Preferably, it has a straight top edge 66 and has the same width 
dimension as the body 22. Thus, it would be capable of linearly extending both the straight 
bottom edge 28 and the straight top edge 30 of the body 22. The body extension 62 is pivotally 
attached proximal to the body extension end 26 of the body 22, as shown in Figure 5, such that 
the body extension 62 may be pivoted into an open position or into a closed position. In the open 
position the body extension bottom edge 64 is collinear with the bottom edge 28 of the body 22, 
as shown in Figure 2, thereby effectively extending the body length of the folding framing square 
20. In the closed position the body extension 62 substantially overlaps the body 22, as shown in 
Figure 3. When the tongue 54 and the body extension 62 are folded into closed configurations, 
as shown in Figure 3, the folded framing square may be easily carried within a nail pouch or 
placed within a toolbox. When the tongue 54 and the body extension 62 are folded into open 
configurations, a shown in Figure 2, the unfolded framing square 20 functions as an operative 
framing square. The body extension 62 is pivotally attached to the body extension end 26 of the 
body 22 with a suitable fastener such as a rivet, a pivot pin or a Chicago screw. 
[00281 The lock 68 is shaped to fit within the cutout 60 of the tongue 54. It is positioned 
within the lock guides 40, 44, 50 of the body 22. The spring 70 is positioned within the lock 
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receptacle 52 of the body 22 below the lock 68 such that the spring 70 will force the lock 68 into 
the cutout 60 of the tongue 54 when the tongue 54 and the body 22 are perpendicular. When the 
tongue 54 and the body 22 are locked into a perpendicular position the tongue 54 and the body 22 
function as an operative framing square. The tongue 54 may be unlocked from the body 22 by 
depressing the lock 68, thereby freeing the tongue 54 for pivotal movement about its attachment 
point to the body 22. 

[0029] In order to allow the body extension 62 to be locked into an open position or into a 
closed position a spring loaded ball bearing 72 is positioned on the body 22 and two detents 76, 
78 are formed onto the body extension 62. The spring loaded ball bearing 72 is positioned on the 
body extension end 26 of the body 22, facing the body extension 62. The spring loaded ball 
bearing 72 is forced outward from the body 22 by a ball bearing spring 74. An open position 
body extension detent 78 is shaped to receive the spring loaded ball bearing 72 and is positioned 
on the body extension 62 such that the body extension may be releasably locked into the open 
position by the spring loaded ball bearing 72. A closed position body extension detent 76 is 
shaped to receive the spring loaded ball bearing 72 and is positioned on the body extension 62 
such that the body extension 62 may be releasably locked into the closed position by the spring 
loaded ball bearing 72. 

[0030] Preferably, the body 22 has a recess 37 centered along its top edge 30. The recess 37 
facilitates the grasping of the tongue 54 when the tongue 54 is within the channel 36 of the body 
22, thus making it easier to move the tongue 54 from the closed position to the open position. 
The body 22 and the tongue 54 may also have distance calibrations 53 imprinted upon them. The 
distance calibrations 53 originate or terminate at either the vertex of the bottom edge 28 of the 
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body 22 and outer edge 58 of the tongue, while the tongue 54 is in the open position, or, the 
vertex of the opposite edges 30, 56 of the body 22 and tongue 54, while the tongue 54 is in the 
open position. The distance calibrations 53 may originate and terminate at both vertices. The 
distance calibrations 53 facilitate laying out straight measured cutting lines and making proper 
angled cuts on roof rafters and stairs stringers. 

[0031] When it is desired to store or carry the folding framing square 20, the tongue 54 is 
folded into the closed position into the channel 36 of the body 22, as shown in Figure 3. The 
tongue 54 may be unlocked by depressing the lock 68. The body extension 62 is folded into the 
locked position such that the body extension 62 does not extend the length of the body 22, as 
shown in Figure 3. A small manual force will be required to release the spring loaded ball 
bearing 72 from the open position body extension detent 78. 

[0032J When it is desired to use the folding framing square 20, the tongue 54 is locked into the 
open position perpendicular to the body 22 and the body extension 62 is locked into the open 
position, such that the straight bottom edge 64 of the body extension 62 is collinear with the 
straight bottom edge 28 of the body 22, as shown in Figure 1. The tongue 54 may be easily 
pivoted out of the channel 36 by grasping the tongue 54 at the recess 37 of the body 22. When 
the tongue 54 is moved into a position perpendicular to the body 22, the spring 70 will force the 
lock 68 into the cutout 60 of the tongue 54, thereby locking the tongue 54 perpendicular to the 
body 22 forming an operative framing square. If the body extension 62 is locked in the closed 
position a small manual force will release the closed position body extension detent 76 from the 
spring loaded ball bearing 72, thereby permitting the body extension to be rotated into the open 
position, as shown in Figure 1 . When the body extension 62 reaches the open position the spring 
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loaded ball bearing will enter the open position body extension detent 78 and lock the body 
extension 62 such that it extends the length of the body 22. 

[0033] When the tongue 54 is locked into the open position the folding framing square 20 
functions as an operative framing square. It may be placed upon a workpiece 80 for drawing 
straight lines thereon, as shown in Figure 2. It may also be used to perform all other functions 
performed by a traditional framing square. 

[0034] The primary advantage of the folding framing square is that it may be folded into a 
small compact unit which will easily fit within a carpenter's nail pouch, a toolbox, a bucket or 
other container. Thus a carpenter can easily carry the folded framing square on his or her person 
while moving about the workplace. When a job requires the use of a framing square, the folded 
framing square may be unfolded and used as a fully operative framing square. 
[0035] Although the invention has been shown and described with reference to certain 
preferred embodiments, those skilled in the art undoubtedly will find alternative embodiments 
obvious after reading this disclosure. With this in mind, the following claims are intended to 
define the scope of protection to be afforded the inventor, and those claims shall be deemed to 
include equivalent constructions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention. 
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What is claimed is: 

A folding framing square comprising: 

(a) a body having a tongue end, a body extension end, a straight bottom edge, a 
tongue end side edge, a body extension end side edge, the tongue end side edge 
being perpendicular to the bottom edge, and a channel; 

(b) a tongue having a straight outer edge, said tongue being shaped to fit within the 
channel, said tongue being pivotally attached proximal to the tongue end of the 
body such that the tongue can be pivoted into a closed position substantially 
recessed within the channel and can also be pivoted into an open position such 
that the outer edge of the tongue and the tongue end side edge of the body are 
collinear; and 

(c) a body extension having a straight bottom edge, the body extension being 
pivotally attached proximal to the body extension end of the body such that the 
body extension may be pivoted into an open position wherein the body extension 
bottom edge is collinear with the bottom edge of the body and the body extension 
may be pivoted into a closed position wherein the body extension substantially 
overlaps the body, whereby the folding framing square can be folded into a closed 
configuration for carrying within a nail pouch and can be unfolded into an 
operative framing square. 

The folding framing square of claim 1 wherein the body has a recess along its top edge 
for facilitating the grasping of the tongue when the tongue is within the channel of the 



body. 

The folding framing square of claim 1 further comprising distance calibrations imprinted 
thereon. 

The folding framing square of claim 2 further comprising distance calibrations imprinted 
thereon. 

The folding framing square of claim 1 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position. 

The folding framing square of claim 2 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 

The folding framing square of claim 3 further comprising: 
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(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 

The folding framing square of claim 4 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 

A folding framing square comprising: 

(a) a body having a tongue end, a body extension end, a straight bottom edge, a 

tongue end side edge, a body extension end side edge, the tongue end side edge 
being perpendicular to the bottom edge, and a channel, said body comprising a top 
face having a lock guide, a bottom face having a lock guide, a spacer having a 
channel opening, a lock guide and a spring receptacle, said spacer being between 
the top face and the bottom face and said spacer being attached to the top face and 



the bottom face, said lock guides being in alignment with each other; 

(b) a tongue having a straight outer edge, said tongue being shaped to fit within the 
channel, said tongue being pivotally attached proximal to the tongue end of the 
body such that the tongue can be pivoted into a closed position substantially 
recessed within the channel and can also be pivoted into an open position such 
that the outer edge of the tongue and the tongue end side edge of the body are 
collinear, said tongue having a cutout at its pivotally attached end for receiving a 
lock; 

(c) a body extension having a straight bottom edge, the body extension being 
pivotally attached proximal to the body extension end of the body such that the 
body extension may be pivoted into an open position wherein the body extension 
bottom edge is collinear with the bottom edge of the body and the body extension 
may be pivoted into a closed position wherein the body extension substantially 
overlaps the body, whereby the folding framing square can be folded into a closed 
configuration for carrying within a nail pouch and can be unfolded into an 
operative framing square; 

(d) a lock, shaped to fit within the cutout of the tongue, positioned within the lock 
guides; and 

(e) a spring positioned within the lock receptacle below the lock such that the spring 
will force the lock into the cutout of the tongue when the tongue and the body are 
perpendicular. 

The folding framing square of claim 9 wherein the body has a recess along its top edge 



for facilitating the grasping of the tongue when the tongue is within the channel of the 
body. 

The folding framing square of claim 9 further comprising distance calibrations imprinted 
thereon. 

The folding framing square of claim 10 further comprising distance calibrations imprinted 
thereon. 

The folding framing square of claim 9 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 

The folding framing square of claim 10 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 
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The folding framing square of claim 11 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 

The folding framing square of claim 12 further comprising: 

(a) a spring loaded ball bearing positioned on the body extension end of the body; 

(b) an open position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the open position by the spring loaded ball bearing; and 

(c) a closed position body extension detent, shaped to receive the ball bearing, 
positioned on the body extension such that the body extension may be releasably 
locked into the closed position by the spring loaded ball bearing. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A folding framing square comprising a body, a tongue and a body extension is disclosed. 
The tongue and the body extension are pivotally attached to opposite ends of the body. The 
tongue and the body extension may be folded into a closed position forming a small rectangular 
5 easily carryable unit. The tongue and the body extension may also be folded and locked into an 
open position forming an operative framing square. 
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